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What is Latino Books Month?

The Association of American Publishers Publishing Latino Voices for America (PLVA) Task Force has declared May the second annual Latino Books Month. Throughout the month of May, booksellers, librarians, and others in the book industry are encouraged to promote reading among Latinos in their communities, and to raise awareness of the rich variety of books authored by Latinos that are available, in both English and Spanish.

What resources are available?

The PLVA Task Force has created a Latino Books Month Resource Kit, which will include the following materials:

· A Latino Books Summer Reading List with recommended books for adults and children, in English and Spanish (for updated listings please visit the AAP web site at www.publishers.org)

· A Publishing Latino Voices Brochure, which includes a sampling of titles by and for Latino authors, published by AAP member publishing companies.

· Get Caught Reading/¡Ajá, leyendo posters featuring celebrities including Gloria Estefan, Maya and Miguel, Jorge Ramos, Dora the Explorer, and others.

· A fact sheet on starting a Spanish-language reading group in your community.

· Contact information for booking Latino authors for appearances. 

Why should booksellers, librarians and others celebrate Latino Books Month?

Promoting books and literacy among Latinos is good for business and good for communities.  Serving this segment of the population is critical, as the Latino population is the fastest growing in the United States.  Latino Books Month provides a focus and resources for booksellers, librarians, and others who wish to promote books and reading in their communities by hosting reading groups, bilingual readings of favorite books, in-store displays, and other events.

How can I find out more?

For more information, or to request a resource kit, please contact Tina Jordan at AAP, tjordan@publishers.org or 212-255-0200, ext. 263.

